Saving Lake George and the St. John's River

Help us Save the St. John’s River and Lake George.

The Plan to pump as much as 262 Million Gallons of surface water a day out of the St. John's River continues to move forward, now on a faster track than before! 
The St. John's Water Management District has claimed that it is safe to remove up to 262 million gallons of  surface water a day (MGD) from the St. John's River and some from one tributary (the Ocklawaha). 
That is equivalent to the discharge of four 1st magnitude springs (a 1st magnitude spring has a discharge of about 64 million gallons a day).  Now the SJWMD wants to shorten the study time before approval.
The St. John's Water Management District claims it is safe but who knows the consequences of this action? 
How many times in the past has the government made huge mistakes when it comes to the environmental impacts....remember what happened in the Everglades. 
How much have we learned over the last 100 years, are we doomed to repeat the past mistakes?
 
And what is the reason for this? Most of the water will be used for irrigation to water lawns in Seminole, Orange, and Volusia Counties!  This is an outrage!  
Are we to ruin (or put at risk) our National Heritage River just for green lawns! 
We cannot let this happen. The people need to unite in this cause! We must stop this before it begins for once it starts and the pumping stations and pipelines are in place, we will never be able to turn back the mighty pumps that will drain and possibly destroy our river and lakes.
Recently, Jimmy Orth, (St. John's Riverkeeper Executive Director), has indicated that latest projections indicate localities along the river want as much as 399 million gallons of water a day.
Most of this water will be siphoned off before the river reaches Lake George, greatly reducing the flow, altering the salinity and concentrating pollutants.
What will happen to the fragile ecosystem of our Great Lake - Lake George (the second largest fresh water lake in Florida) where the salinity content allows for a one of a kind mix of salt and fresh water species to live side by side? What will happen to the birds and reptiles that use this lake once the lake has been altered?  No one knows for sure.
If you want help to stop this plan:  
You can sign a petition, print petitions to distribute at our web site www.SaveFloridaWater.org and you can stay informed on the subject with updated daily news articles on this subject. 
Notice of Meeting  Sept. 17 to 18:
Residents are invited to comment and to learn about the St. Johns River Water Management District's first phase of study of how the removal of water from the St. Johns and Ocklawaha rivers would affect the environment.

The two-day symposium Sept. 17 to 18 in Gainesville will reveal the first findings of a two-year, $2 million study of the potential environmental impacts of removing up to 262 million gallons of water per day.

The meeting will be held at the Hilton University of Florida Conference Center, 1714 S.W. 34th St. Due to potential space limitations, pre-registration is required. Registration information will be available on the district's Web site, www.sjrwmd.com, starting Aug. 1.

Live Internet video feeds will be available for those who cannot attend the meeting.

We are encouraging a large turnout to protest and make your feelings known at this meeting.

Please plan to attend and get others to go with you….make signs!

